Extranodal multiple involvement of enteropathy-type T-cell lymphoma without expression of CC chemokine receptor 7.
Enteropathy-type T-cell lymphoma (ETCL) is a rare extranodal lymphoma that tends to disseminate into the intestines and other extranodal organs. We present a case of ETCL with involvement of the lungs and kidneys and report CC chemokine receptor 7 (CCR7) expression of lymphoma cells. A 73-year-old man was admitted to the hospital with a complaint of abdominal pain. Multiple ulcers and perforations were observed in the small intestine, and partial resection of the ileum was performed. Histological examination of the resected specimen revealed diffuse proliferation of atypical large lymphoid cells. The diagnosis was ETCL with dissemination into the lungs and kidney. Lymphoma cells of the small intestine and in pleural effusion were CD3+, CD4+, CD7+, CD8-, CD25-, CD56-, CD103 +/-, and TIA-1+. Rearrangement of the T-cell receptor beta gene was detected, and human T-lymphotropic virus was not integrated. Combination chemotherapy did not result in a sustained response. The results for CCR7 expression of lymphoma cells in the lung and pleural effusion were negative. Therefore we concluded that lymphoma cells did not migrate into the lymph nodes but instead spread into the extranodal organs.